Warriors in the Crossfire:  Discussion Questions       

!.  Which takes more courage and which is being a coward: to survive (hide, remain invisible or  silent, or run away), or to fight back, to retaliate, to join the battle even when victory is hopeless?
Or does each choice require a different kind of courage?  

 What does Joseph’s teacher, Sensei,  try to tell him?  

What does Joseph’s father try to teach him?  

What are other conditions or hardships that challenge survival, such as waiting, thirst, hunger, captivity, or making decisions?  What type of skills or courage does it take to survive them?

2.  Does Kento betray Joseph when he refuses to help carry Joseph’s father to the sea for burial?  Debate this question from both points of view, Kento’s and Joseph’s.  

3.  Why does Joseph hesitate to help Kento when they meet at the grotto during the invasion?  What are the pro’s and con’s he considers?  What if he and Kento had been injured or killed during their rescue attempt at Suicide Cliff?  Could Joseph’s family have survived?

4.  When Joseph’s father talks to him about the warrior dance, what does he mean: “To leap, to fly.  Light the fire within you?”

5. What does dancing have to do with becoming a warrior?  How does the warrior dance help Joseph survive the destruction and losses of war?

6. Read again the poems by Basho:


p.80 

An ancient pond. 

A frog jumps in. 

The splash of water. 


p. 124  

Bitter tasting ice –

Just enough to wet the throat   

Of a sewer rat. 

What do you think they mean?  

Look up Basho on the internet. One source is Wikipedia.  Find a poem of his that speaks to you.  What does it mean?  How long ago was it written?  

Try writing a haiku of your own.  Here is one way  to begin:  think of an animal that you don’t particularly like.  Pair it with a sensation or place you do like. Add an action.

7.  Two images appear throughout the book:  the sea and the warrior dance.  What do they represent to this island culture?  To the people?  To Joseph and his father?

8.  In the beginning of the story, what does Joseph want?  In the end, what has he learned? What has he gained or accomplished?

9. How would you keep your family safe if your country were invaded?

10.  What does it mean to survive?

11.  What does it mean “to see peace?”

Web Resources to learn more about:

Geography:

The Pacific Ocean covers much of the world.  How much?  Most of the maps we look at have North and South America placed in the middle.  The Pacific Ocean is  “sliced” in half so we don’t see how very large it is.

The Pacific Ocean is the largest geological “entity,” meaning the biggest thing of any one thing in the world.  Its waters cover nearly half of the world – yes, nearly half!  The waters of the Pacific account for more than ¼ of all the water in the world.

What does this mean?  Why is this important to people who don’t live on one of the thousands of islands in the Pacific?

The waters and the air above them are a tremendous reserve of clean water, clean air, energy and heat.  When the temperature of the Pacific rises even a degree – during El Nino years – the weather everywhere in the world is affected.  Look up El Nino….

Typhoons

BBC Science/Nature Guide to Typhoons: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/4183344.stm
Buzzle.com Typhoons vs.  Hurricanes: http://www.buzzle.com/articles/typhoon-vs-hurricanes.html
Tsunami
National Weather Service About Tsunami’s: http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/subpage1.htm
Tsunami: The Great Waves: http://www.weather.gov/om/brochures/tsunami.htm
FEMA Tsunami Information for Kids: http://www.fema.gov/kids/tsunami.htm
The Pacific Rim
About.com Ring Pacific Ring of Fire: http://geography.about.com/cs/earthquakes/a/ringoffire.htm
United States Geographical Survey Plate Tectonics/Ring of Fire: http://vulcan.wr.usgs.gov/Glossary/PlateTectonics/description_plate_tectonics.html
Volcanic Formation of Islands
University of Hawaii – Volcanic Island Formation: http://www.hawaii.edu/environment/ainakumuwai/html/ainakumuwaiislandformation.htm
Mariana Trench:

The Mariana Trench: http://www.marianatrench.com/
On Saipan which is next to the Marians Trench, Mt Tapachau on the island is considered the highest mountain in the world.  How can this be?

Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands

CNMI Guide: http://www.cnmi-guide.com/
Everyculture.com – CNMI: http://www.everyculture.com/No-Sa/Commonwealth-of-the-Northern-Mariana-Islands.html
Historically – the Marianas Archipelago – very far away from everything:  Japan, Hawaii, China, Asia, even the Philippines – have been  critical to the development of commerce, trade and fighting wars. Why?

Ancient Navigation

Mau Piailug Society:  http://www.youtube.com/user/maupiailugsociety
Polynesian Voyaging Society:  http://pvs.kcc.hawaii.edu/index.html
Magellan
ThinkQuest: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/magellan.htm
The Mariner’s Museum: http://www.mariner.org/education/ferdinand-magellan-and-first-circumnavigation-world
Look at www.Guampedia.com  for a wealth of information about Guam, a territory of the US.

World War II:  Pacific Theater

WWII History Info: http://www.worldwar2history.info/Pacific/
Histor eSearch (provides links): http://www.historesearch.com/ww2pacificmil.html
Pearl Harbor – the beginning

Eyewitness To History:

American Perspective: http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/pearl.htm
Japanese Perspective: http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/pearl2.htm
Pearl Harbor Attacked: http://www.pearlharborattacked.com/
National Geographic: http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/pearlharbor/
Hiroshima, atomic bomb – the ending

The War Times  Journal: http://www.wtj.com/archives/hiroshima.htm
Lewis and Clark College (links): http://legacy.lclark.edu/~history/HIROSHIMA/
Remembering Nagasaki: http://www.exploratorium.edu/nagasaki/mainn.html
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Remembered: http://www.hiroshima-remembered.com/
Marianas Turkey Shoot/Battle of the Philippine Sea

WWII Database: http://ww2db.com/battle_spec.php?battle_id=10
PBS: http://www.pbs.org/thewar/detail_5220.htm
Invasion of Saipan – critical and key/The Marianas Islands in the Pacific Theater
American Memorial Park Virtual Museum: http://www.nps.gov/archive/amme/wwii_museum/battle_for_saipan/battle_for_saipan.html
US History: http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1770.html
The Battle of Saipan: http://www.battleofsaipan.com/seabee.htm
CNMI Guide: http://www.cnmi-guide.com/history/ww2/
Navajo Code Talkers 

Navajo Code Talkers Website: http://www.navajocodetalkers.org/
About.com: http://history1900s.about.com/od/worldwarii/a/navajacode.htm
Micronesia post WWII 

CNMI Guide: http://www.cnmi-guide.com/info/ 

Saipan.com: http://www.cnmi.net/
Saipan (CNMI)  is part of the United States!  

CNMI means?

People of the Pacific:

Otago Museum: http://www.otagomuseum.govt.nz/pacific_cultures.html
South Pacific Culture Guide: http://www.pacific-travel-guides.com/south-pacific/eco-tourism/culture.html
South Pacific Culture: http://www.south-pacific.com.au/culture.cfm
Kanji

The Kanji SITE: http://www.kanjisite.com/
Omniglot: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/japanese_kanji.htm
Haiku poetry

Haiku for People (also info on Basho): http://www.toyomasu.com/haiku/
AHA Poetry: http://www.ahapoetry.com/
Matsuo Basho

Makoto Ueda – University of Orgeon: http://www.uoregon.edu/~kohl/basho/life.html
Poetry Connection (brief biography and some works): http://www.poetryconnection.net/poets/Matsuo_Basho
Coconut Tree – the tree of life

Coconut Research Center; http://www.coconutresearchcenter.org/
Geomesic: http://gomestic.com/consumer-information/coconut-tree-the-tree-of-life/
Breadfruit
The Breadfruit Institute: http://www.ntbg.org/breadfruit/
Sharks

Shark Information: http://www.sharkinformation.org/
Shark Info: http://www.shark-info.com/
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/sharks.html
Sea Turtles

Caribbean Conservation Corporation: http://www.cccturtle.org/seaturtleinformation.php
World Turtle Trust: http://world-turtle-trust.org/turtleinfo.html
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/turtles/
Micronesian Culture 

Ethnic Art Institute Micronesia: http://www.ethnicartinstitute.org/
Jane Resture’s Oceanea Page (music, information, etc.): http://www.janesoceania.com/micronesia_music_anthology/index.htm
Misc. Websites:

Guamapedia: http://guampedia.com/
Bess Press: http://www.BessPress.com

